VU, LLTI AND LMTA ETHNOLOGY DOCTORAL STUDY

PROGRAM
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(branch), code
Methodologies of Etnology, 07H vu Institute of Asian and
Postcolonial Studies Transcultural Studies
Form of study Duration Form of study Duration
lecture: 10 consultation: 10
independent study: 170 seminar: 10
Credit hours: 7,5

Course description

The aim of the course is to introduce PhD students to the interdisciplinary field of postcolonial
studies, the various methodological approaches, the influence of postcolonial ideas and practices,
and the interaction with other disciplines (poststructuralist literary criticism, economic theory,
gender studies, anthropology, historiography, ethnicity studies, etc). The aim is to help students
recognise how, in the development of the history of Asian Studies, the representation of the East
as the essentialized and stereotyped 'otherness' of the West has obscured the cultural heterogeneity
and colourfulness of the East and the West itself. The course analyses the diversity of the East and
the diversity of the West and the East's cultural and cultural identities. Said, G. Spivak, F. Fanon,
R. Guha, D. Chakraborty, A. Appadurai, H. Bhabos), revealing how the efforts of Western
Orientalists to interpret some aspect of Eastern culture inevitably colonise and appropriate the
object of interpretation. The questions to be addressed will be: is it even possible to break free
from the epistemic compulsion of colonialism in the post-colonial era? Can we adequately
perceive otherness? What is the significance of postcolonial studies in the context of
contemporary globalisation and cultural integration? Why is it that the object of the new
postcolonial studies is not regional culture per se, but the canonised forms of knowledge and local
‘traditions' of colonialist Western discourse? How did the acceptance of these forms of knowledge
in Asia imply the recognition of cultural subordination to the notions of the hegemonic Western
paradigm and shift the development of culture and thought in a Western direction. What is the
relationship between post-colonial and post-Western studies?

Course aims and competences: doctoral students will have an understanding of the complex
nature of post-colonial studies and its relationship with other disciplines and interdisciplinary
fields. They will be familiar with the basic methods and concepts of postcolonial studies and
interdisciplinary approaches. Understand the relevance of postcolonial studies in the context of
contemporary globalisation and cultural integration. Understand the dynamics of social, cultural
and political change in the academic field of postcolonial studies. Doctoral students will be able to
identify, analyse and critically evaluate Western conceptions of the Orient and the ways in which
Orientalist discourse has legitimised colonialist aggression and the political and cultural
supremacy of the Western world. They will become aware of the ways in which postcolonial
reflection has been influenced by poststructuralist and postmodernist theories popular in Western
intellectual circles in the 1980s. It will develop interdisciplinary, problem-oriented analytical
skills and cognitive and communicative skills for a more adequate understanding of cultural
otherness.




Thematic content of the course:

1. E. Said: Latent and Manifested Orientalism

2. Imperialism, colonialism, postcolonialism.

3. Post-structuralism and power relations.

4. Postcolonial studies and academic interdisciplinarity.

5. Postcolonialism and postmodernism.

6. Ranajit Guha and subaltern studies.

7. Postcolonial feminism and gender relations.

8. The body, language and performativity.

9. Dipesh Chakrabarty: The relocation of Eurocentric historiography.

10. Ethnicity, locality and the changing geographical atlas.

11. Trauma, culture and memory: from Maurice Halbwachs to Jan Assmann.

12. Antonio Gramsci: neo-Marxism and nationalism.

13. Transformations of anthropology in postcolonial studies.

14. Arjun Appadurai: social imagination and culture.

15. Traditional knowledge and indigenous forms of knowledge.

16. Franz Fanon and post-colonial transformations in South America.

17. Africa and the colonial legacy.

18. Academic colonialism and neo-colonialism.

19. Homi Bhaba: hybridity, ambivalence and the 'third space'.

20. Culture and memory

21. Postcolonial and post-Soviet studies.
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Major research published in the last 5 years in the field (branch)

Audrius Beinorius,
prof.dr. (HP)

1. “Transformations of the Social and Religious Status of Indian

Astrologer at the Royal Court”, in Astrology in Time and Place: Cross-
Cultural Questions in the History of Astrology. Ed. by Nicolas Campion
and Dorian Gieseler Greenbaum, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2016,
pp. 53-66. ISBN (10) 1-4438-8381-6.

. “Tarp theosis ir psychosis: indy misticizmas psichoanalitinéje

paradigmoje”, in Psichoanalizés fenomeno interpretacijos. Sud. V.
Rubavicius, A. Andrijauskas, Vilnius: LKTI, 2016, pp. 182-199. ISBN
978-609-8014-18-1.
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stHorpadum Poccuiickas akagemus Hayk, 2016, c. 88-107. ISBN 978-5-
88431-317-0.

. “Tracing the Will of the Stars: Indian Astrology and Divination About

Natural Disasters and Threats”, in Historical Disaster Experiences:
Towards a Comparative and Transcultural History of Disasters Across




Asia and Europe, (Ed.) Schenk, Gerrit Jasper, Springer International
Publishing AG, 2017, pp. 223-239. ISBN: 978-3-319-49162-274.

5. ““Joginés percepcijos (yogipratyaksa) kontroversija Indiskos
epistemologijos kontekste, PROBLEMOS 2017, Vol. 92, pp.129-142.
ISSN 2424-6158.
https://www.zurnalai.vu.lt/problemos/article/view/10908

6. ,,Budistiné joginés percepcijos (yogipratyaksa) apologija Indijoje
(Indian Buddhist Apologia of Yogic Perception (yogipratyaksa))”,
Problemos, 2018, Nr. 93. p. 35-46. ISSN 2424-6158.
https://www.zurnalai.vu.lt/problemos/article/view/11936

7. “TloHsATHE «WILIHO3UM» B MHAUICKOMN anucTemosiorun (Conception of
Ilusions in Indian Philosophy)” in Mitrasampradanam: A Collection of
Papaers in the honour of Yaroslav Vassilkov, (eds.) M.F. Albedil,
N.Yanchevskaya, Saint Petersburg: Peter the Great Museum of
Antropology and Ethnology (Kunstkamera), 2018, pp. 399-417. ISBN
978-5-88431-366-8. (In Russian)

8. “Pulkininkas Nikolajus Kordasevskis — lietuviskasis pédsakas N.
Rericho transhimalajy ekspedicijoje (Colonel Nikolai Kordashevski:
Lithuanian trace in N. Roerich’s Transhimalayan expedition)”, in Rytai—
Vakarai: komparatyvistines studijos T. XIII: Paulius Normantas:
kelionés j tolumas, éjimas j save. Sudarytoja ir moksliné redaktoré doc.
dr. Odeta Zukauskiené. Vilnius: LKT1 2019, pp.192-224; ISBN 978-
609-8231-11-3

9. ,,Tantra Indijos kultiiroje ir kolonijinéje imaginacijoje (Tantra in Indian
Culture and Colonial Imagination), in LOGOS, 2019 (Liepa-rugpjttis)
Nr. 100, pp. 168-178; https://doi.org/10.24101/1090s.2019.61

10. “Seksas ir nu$vitimas: modernioji tantros percepcija Indijoje ir
Vakaruose” (Sex and Enlightment: The Modern Perception of Tantra in
India and the West), in LOGOS, 2019; pp.64-76.
https://doi.org/10.24101/l0gos.2019.73

11. “M. Heideggeris, biitis ir Indijos filosofija: kelios galimos sasajos”
(Heidegger, Being and Indian Philosophy: Some Conceivable Parallels),
in ISsitkis metafizikai: Lietuviskos Heideggerio interpretacijos.
Sudarytojas ir mokslinis redaktorius akad. Antanas Andrijauskas,
Vilnius: LKTI, 2019, pp. 496-511, ISBN 978-609-8231-17-5.

12. “Sanskrit and Lithuania: On Linguistic, Religious and Cultural
Proximity”, in Sanskrit and European Languages. Ed. Prof. Shashi
Bala, New Delhi: Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 2020, pp. 28-58. ISBN 978-
81-938679-8-3.

13. “Psychoanalytic theory in postcolonial discourse: comparing Octave
Mannoni, Frantz Fanon and Homi K. Bhaba.”, in Dialogue and
Universalism, Warsaw, Polish Academy of Sciences, N0.3/2020,
pp.123-140. ISSN 1234-5792

14. Beinorius, Audrius; Bernitinas, Renatas; Dranseika, Vilius; Silius,
Vytis; Rimkevicius, Paulius. ,,The weirdness of belief in free will®,
Consciousness and cognition. San Diego, CA : Academic Press. ISSN
1053-8100. eISSN 1090-2376. 2021, vol. 87, art. no. 103054, p. [1-15].
(DOI: 10.1016/j.concog.2020.103054)
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